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‘Rooted in God, we grow together’                

        

It has been lovely this week to see the first signs of spring beginning to appear, despite the rather changeable 
weather! The brighter mornings and glimpses of sunshine have certainly lifted spirits across the school.

Thank you to everyone who donated chocolate this morning—your generosity is greatly appreciated. These 
contributions will be used for our upcoming Family Chocolate Bingo night, which promises to be a fun event for 

all. Don’t forget to grab your tickets before the end of Monday so you don’t miss out!

This week, we have had a focus on mathematics across the school. Senior leaders spent time visiting lessons, 
observing teaching and learning, and seeing first-hand how well the children are progressing. We also looked 

through pupils’ books to review the progress they have been making over time. It was incredibly pleasing to see 
the high level of achievement across year groups. In particular, the use of mathematical vocabulary was 

consistently strong, demonstrating a deepening understanding of concepts. When speaking with a number of 
children, many shared how much they enjoy maths—which is wonderful to hear.

In worship this week, we also took time to reflect and celebrate the installation of the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury. We explored the significance of this important moment and learned about the six-day pilgrimage she 
undertook on her journey to Canterbury. This provided a meaningful opportunity for reflection, helping pupils to 

consider themes of commitment, perseverance, and faith.

It has been a positive and enriching week across the school, and we look forward to the last few days of this 
term as we prepare for Easter.

Have a great weekend, don’t forget the clocks go forward! 

 Attendance 

Whole school attendance remains above the national average, 
which is very positive. However, due to a recent increase in illness, 
we are no longer a whisker away from the  dizzy heights of 97% that 
we had been so proud of. We are hopeful that the Easter break will 
help to clear any remaining bugs and, with the arrival of warmer 
weather, we can continue striving towards some of the highest 
attendance levels we have seen in many years. Interestingly, during 
an attendance meeting I attended yesterday, it was shared that 
children who develop strong attendance habits in primary school are 
much more likely to maintain these in secondary school, with 
outcomes significantly impacted, achieving, on average, 33% higher 
grades than those with poor attendance. This really highlights the 
importance of ensuring children are in school every day wherever 
possible.



School Reports

Children’s mid-year school reports will be 
coming home next week. We have been busy 
taking on board feedback from families about 

making these reports clearer and easier to 
understand, as well as including more 

information about any interventions that 
children may be taking part in. As a result, 
you will notice a new format with additional 
detail. We hope this updated style of report 
will give you a clearer picture of where your 

child is achieving well and highlight any areas 
where they may need a little extra focus and 

support.

School Uniform

A reminder that we now have a new 
uniform provider, Pages Schoolwear. We 
have already seen first-hand how much 
quicker uniform items are being made 

available, with a number of families 
receiving their orders within just a week, 
which is fantastic to see. Thank you for 

your patience as we made this transition. 
We are also currently awaiting the arrival 

of new PE t-shirts that have been 
ordered for the children—these are 

expected to arrive next term.

FTF Governor Update

Governors recently met to review key priorities across both schools, continuing their role in supporting 
and challenging leaders to ensure the best outcomes for all pupils. Looking ahead, we discussed 

several upcoming vacancies on the governing body for the next academic year. This is a valuable and 
rewarding way to support our schools, and we would warmly encourage members of our local 
community to consider becoming a governor. If you are interested, please look out for further 

information or contact the school to find out more.

Safeguarding remains a top priority, and governors were assured that strong systems are in place 
across both schools. We also reviewed an overview of incidents recorded through CPOMS, helping us 

to monitor patterns and support pupil wellbeing.

Governors received updates on school context and progress against the Federation Improvement Plan, 
as well as discussing work around climate change and sustainability. We also looked closely at pupil 

progress data and heard feedback from recent monitoring visits, with further visits planned.

There were updates on Christian distinctiveness across both schools, including events and staff 
training in Religious Education. Governors also reviewed the latest financial information, building 

developments, and approved a number of federation policies. Finally, we noted updates on governor 
training and confirmed that website compliance requirements continue to be met.

We are grateful to all governors for their ongoing commitment. If you would like to play a part in 
shaping the future of our schools, we would be delighted to hear from you.



Easter Service 

We hope that you will be able to join us in our 

celebration of Easter at our annual Easter Service.

● Date: Wednesday 1st April 2026
● Time: 2:30pm
● Location: St Mary's Church

It promises to be a lovely service and a wonderful 
way to mark the upcoming holiday. We look 

forward to seeing you there!

Inspiring Futures Day

We are excited to be holding our Inspiring 
Futures Day on Monday 20th April 2026. On this 
day, we would like all children to come to school 

dressed as a career they might like to pursue 
when they are older. It’s always fantastic to see 
the creativity and ambition of our pupils, and we 

hope to see a wide range of future doctors, 
teachers, architects and nurses—alongside, I’m 
sure, plenty of footballers and YouTubers too! 
This is a wonderful opportunity for children to 
start thinking about their aspirations and the 

many possibilities ahead of them.



Free School Meals

A reminder to families to check whether you 
may be eligible for Free School Meals and to 
apply via the Kent County Council website. 
Applying is quick and straightforward, and 

even if your child is already receiving a 
universal free meal, registering can bring 
additional benefits to the school and your 
child. These include access to additional 

funding, support for learning, and help with 
the cost of school activities.

A note to those families who are already 
receiving free school meals,  a £40 

supermarket voucher per child will be sent to 
your inbox to help to support with food costs 

over the Easter break. 

We strongly encourage all families to check 
their eligibility and apply if they can.

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schoo
ls/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals




Diary Dates

Date Event

Tuesday 31st march Bumble Bees Trip to Rockits Sensory 

Wednesday 1st April Easter Service
PTFA Cake Sale

PTFA Chocolate Bingo 

Thursday 2nd April Last day of term 4

Monday 20th April Term 5 begins
Inspiring Futures Day


